
The theme of this year's summit, Ideas to Impact – Global Health in Action, seeks to
find practical, equitable solutions to health problems that exist in the world.  We will
explore the pathway of global health action through the following sub-themes: 
1. Sparking Innovation
2. Bridging Knowledge and Action
3. Fostering Sustainable Change

IDEAS TO IMPACT
GLOBAL HEALTH IN ACTION

SUB-THEME #1: SPARKING INNOVATION

Center community perspectives 
Increase funding opportunities that support innovative global health programs 
Include researchers, practitioners, and community advocates from low- and middle-
income countries in key decision-making spaces
Acknowledge that many health challenges are interconnected and will require proper
governance and collaboration across sectors

The first step in the pathway of global health action is sparking innovation. A well-thought
out, innovative idea connects global health problems with solutions effectively and
efficiently. These ideas must be evidenced-based, culturally acceptable, and adaptable to
relevant communities. How can we spark innovation in the global health community? We
can: 



POWER AND PRIVILEGE IN
GLOBAL HEALTH
Power and privilege matter in global
health. Students and professionals in
global health increasingly question
the lack of researchers, practitioners,
and advocates in the Global South in
policy and decision-making spaces.
 

Global Health and Race
We acknowledge that these issues
transcend borders, and that we must
also look within. Racialized
communities – particularly Black and
Indigenous communities – remain
disproportionately impacted by a
range of health issues, from chronic
illness, to malnutrition, maternal
mortality, and more recently the
COVID-19 pandemic. In addition, we
recognize that systemic racism may
play a role in the lack of
representation of these communities
in important conversations.
 

Global Health and Gender 
We are also aware that women
and girls bear a disproportionate
burden of many global health
issues, and are similarly
underrepresented. The success of
the global health sector is
indivisible from the confrontation
and mitigation of gender impacts
as seen in the disparity in access
to care, the lack of gender-
disaggregated data, gender
inequities in the health workforce,
and many other inequities.

SUB-THEME #2: BRIDGING
KNOWLEDGE AND ACTION

Accessibility of knowledge and knowledge
distribution more widely throughout
communities and throughout the world.
Addressing the disparity between research
conducted by academic institutions and
other organizations, and the dissemination
of these research findings in ways that
impact policy and practice.
Strategic development to involve
communities in determining research
priorities, promoting ownership of research
projects, and ensuring that results are
communicated in culturally relevant ways.

To bridge knowledge with action, barriers
impeding informed policies and practices that
serve communities must be addressed. This
involves:

SUB-THEME #3: FOSTERING
SUSTAINABLE CHANGE

Advocating continuously for the topic/issue
Ongoing momentum towards set goals and
the creation of new goals
Perpetual innovation and knowledge
integration
Persistent leadership and accountability

Feasible solutions to existing health problems
and health inequities require putting brave
ideas into action. For active ideas to make an
impact, they need to cause a lasting change.
Not only does this mean bridging knowledge
and action, but it also means following through
on actions in a way that promotes continuous
participation and forward movement. What
does sustainable change mean from a global
health perspective? It means: 

In this way, everlasting mitigation and
resolution to existing health problems and
health inequities is possible.

As global health students and young professionals, we have an important part to play in
breaking down privilege and power dynamics at the core of global health inequities, and
bringing principles of social inclusion, justice, and solidarity in putting global health in

action. 


